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Section B:  Sequencing Events to Come
[Specifically, from the return of Christ up to the Millennium] 
The following is a ten-part consideration of prophecies that relate to latter day events such as Jesus’ return as a thief, the resurrection and judgment, Armageddon, the gospel preached to the world led by the apostle John and the resistance that follows; all of which lead up to the “great and terrible day of the Lord” and the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth.   
Why study the prophecies of events following Jesus’ return as a thief?  Jesus warns us to keep alert and watching.  Understanding Bible prophecies of future events gives us hope, because we see current events unfolding that indicate the nearness to the fulfillment of these prophecies.   Although it is exciting to see the future, we must remember the warning that we don’t know the day or hour of Jesus’ return and God changes the times and seasons, Dan.2:21.   
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Students of Bible prophecy eagerly try to connect current events to specific prophecies; however, it can be all too easy to jump to false conclusions.  In the 1940’s at the time Hitler was a threat, some believers wondered if he might be the leader of the northern confederacy identified in Ezekiel 38 which would attack Israel.  However, Hitler’s ambitions came to an end.  
A more recent example is the Gulf wars.  War in the Middle East always leads to speculation that Jesus is about to return.  In this case, many wondered if Iraq is the latter-day Assyrian.   The war ended with disappointing results as far as fulfilling an end-times prophecy.  In retrospect, we can see that events are on-going as God prepares the Middle East for Christ’s return.  What did the Gulf wars accomplish?  The prophecy in Isa. 13:19-21 that Babylon will never be rebuilt was at risk of being falsified since Saddam Hussein had the dream of rebuilding the ruins of Babylon into a tourist destination and promoting himself as a modern-day Babylonian emperor like Nebuchadnezzar.  
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The Gulf wars brought his plans to a halt.  As we see events unfolding in the Middle East, speculations that Christ’s return is imminent excite us and cause our hopes to rise.   We need to be cautious, remembering God has his own timeline, of which our understanding is limited, and also God “changeth the times and seasons” Dan.2:21 and Saddam did not cause Israel to “dwell without bars and gates” (Eze.38:11).  
It can be helpful in our study of future Bible prophecies to attempt to arrange the prophecies in a logical order.  The following is a proposed sequence of future events gathered from prophecies found all over the Bible.  We will consider each one in order:
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Because of Mt.22:2-14, item #3 may be the espousal and the marriage may be in item #6 when the gospel is preached.
#1 in the Sequence Page 59  – Jesus returns as a thief, Rev. 16:15.
Jesus’ return to the earth as a thief will reverse and parallel his ascension in Acts 1:10-11 which only his close friends witnessed.  
· Acts1:10-11 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
The angels told the disciples who witnessed Jesus’ ascension that his return will be “in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”  The analogy of a “thief” best describes this type of return since a thief enters when no one is looking because he does not want to be seen.  
There is a reason this return is not for public eyes.  Only few will witness this return.  Those are the responsible, that is, knowledgeable righteous and wicked, dead or alive.  The responsible dead will be raised and judged, and also those living who are responsible are judged; only these will know Jesus has returned.  The majority of the world will not be aware he has returned until later when Jesus Christ, accompanied by his resurrected immortalized Saints, dramatically shows himself at Armageddon, Mt.24:27.  
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The “thief” aspect of Jesus’ return from heaven when he gathers the living and dead for judgment will be sudden, unexpected and without fanfare, similar to the way Jesus went to heaven, out of the public eye.  

The expression that he returns as a “thief” is repeated seven times in the New Testament.  These warnings are for us, the responsible, so that we are watching and will not be caught by surprise.   We must be ready and prepared to leave all behind for the coming of Jesus like a thief.

Supporting this understanding of Christ’s initial appearance on earth when he returns as a thief is Rev.16:15, the final instance of the seven references that say that Jesus returns as a thief.  Notice the next event that follows verse 15 in Rev.16:16 is Armageddon, which establishes the order that events occur in the timeline, that Jesus’ return as a “thief” precedes Armageddon.
· Revelation16:15  Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.  16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 
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It is estimated that there will be 7 to 10 years between Rev.16:15 when Jesus returns as a thief and Rev.16:16 when Armageddon occurs.  The timing comes in part from applying the day for a year principle to the seven days when Noah and his family waited in the ark before the flood came.  The redeemed can be seen in type as being in the ark (Christ, Psa.132:8) seven years before the judgments of Armageddon when Jesus will be revealed to the whole world.     
The question arises:  Why is the manner of Jesus’ return so important today?  When analyzing world events in the light of Bible prophecy, we need to know what signs to look for.  Also, it is comforting to the righteous to expect that they will be delivered coming after Jesus’ return as a “thief,” when he judges and rewards the righteous, both dead and living, at his return.  The righteous will be removed from the rest of the world that knows not God.  Being righteous requires being knowledgeable, obedient, faithful and having worshiped God in “spirit and in truth.”   
· John 4:23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.
· Matthew 25:20 And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.
· Matthew 25:24 Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: “And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, [there] thou hast [that is] thine.
The exhortation for us is clear.  We need to be working to serve our Lord, to grow in faith and develop the talents we have been given.  We must not just bury our God-given talents like the unfaithful servant and please ourselves, but keep busy in our service to the Lord and work to increase what we have been given, all to the glory of God.
#2 in the Sequence on page 59 – Resurrection and Judgment (Dan 12:2)
There are three categories of people with whom God deals differently with respect to resurrection and judgment.    
Daniel 12:2 shows who the three groups of people are:
1. Those who have no understanding of God and who, like the animals, are not responsible for judgment, Psa.49:14-20.
· Psalm 49:20 Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, is like the beasts that perish. 
2. Those who are among the “many” (Daniel 12:2) who will be raised but are judged to have been unfaithful and unjust.
· Acts 24:15 And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.
3. Those who will be raised and declared faithful and “just.”  These will be rewarded and given immortality, Heb.11:13,39,40.
· Hebrews11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
· Hebrews11:39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: 40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.
Looking at the text in Daniel 12, we see from the word “many,” or “multitudes” in the (NIV), that not everyone who has ever died will be raised from the dead, although a very large number of people will be raised.   “Many” means much people will be raised to judgment.
· Daniel12:2 (NIV) “Multitudes <7227> who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting (LXX is “aion”, an age) life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.”
· Daniel 12:2 (RSV) And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt
· Daniel12:2 And many <7227> of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to everlasting life, Some to shame and everlasting contempt. (NKJV)
· 7227 rab  AV - many 190, great 118, much 36, captain 24, more 12, long 10,  enough 9, multitude 7, mighty 5, greater 4, greatly 3, misc 40; 458
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Opportunity, understanding and being called to respond to God’s gracious plan of salvation make one responsible to resurrection and judgment.  Some are rewarded with immortality.  Rev. 17:14 shows that those with Jesus at the end are “called”, and “chosen,” and “faithful.” 
· Rev. 17:14 …The Lamb shall overcome them:  for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.
The timing of the resurrection and judgment of the responsible faithful (which includes both dead and alive when Jesus returns) is “at his appearing” when Jesus first descends from heaven and comes as a thief and raises the dead:  
· 1Thess. 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch-angel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first.

· 17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord …
· 2 Tim. 4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick (living) and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom.
As mentioned on p. 61, the time between Jesus’ return as a “thief” and “Armageddon” is thought to be at least seven years, based on the seven days that Noah and his family were in the ark of safety before the flood came, using the “day for a year principle.” (pages 32-39)
· Genesis 7:9 There went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as God had commanded Noah. 10 And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth.
1 Thessalonians 4:15 says those who are alive when Jesus returns as a thief will not precede those responsible who previously have died.
· 1 Thes. 4:15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent <5348> them which are asleep.
· “5348 phthano {fthan'-o} apparently a primary verb; TDNT - 9:88, 1258;  v AV - come 4, already attain 1, attain 1, prevent 1; 7 (1) to come before, precede, anticipate.”
The dead “prevent” (come, procede”) those who are alive.  Both groups will be judged. Those found faithful will be delivered from a time of trouble leading up to Armageddon when men’s hearts will fail for fear from seeing the troubles coming, and those who are found unfaithful will not be delivered.
· Luke21:25 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, 
· and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with 
· perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven (political ruling powers) shall be shaken.
It is uncertain what length of time may be required for the judgment seat of Christ to take place.  We know that the concept of “time” with God is different from our sense of time, as seen in 2Pet. 3:8.
· 2 Peter3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that 
· one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
It will be extremely sad for those judged unfaithful, as Luke 13:28 tells us:
· Luke13:28 There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.
Jesus told the high priest Caiaphas that he will see Jesus “coming in the clouds of heaven,” and, although we are not the judge, it seems clear that Caiaphas will be judged and found wanting.  Jesus’ reference to “clouds” comes from Daniel 7:13, “one like the son of man came with the clouds of heaven,” which symbolizes the resurrected glorified saints coming with the Lord Jesus after being gathered at his return.  Caiaphas will be alive when Jesus manifests himself with his saints at Armageddon.  It will be tragic for Caiaphas to see Jesus sitting on the right hand of power but find himself to be among those doomed to “weeping and gnashing of teeth” after seeing what they could have had if they had chosen to believe.
· Matthew 26:64 Jesus saith unto him (Caiaphas), Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.  (This event occurs at the time when Jesus is revealed to the world at Armageddon with his saints.)
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There are many beautiful descriptions of the resurrection in Scripture.  “Dew” in Bible symbolism is descriptive of the resurrected saints caught up into the air, forming clouds.  Dew on the natural level comes from water which evaporates and ascends, forming fog or clouds when the water vapor gains elevation.  Sometimes there is rain, and other times the fog condenses on vegetation, coating it with moisture which we call dew.  Clouds in scripture are a symbol of a multitude of people and can symbolize the saints with Jesus Christ.  The immortalized saints are represented as clouds which will appear at Armageddon having “power and great glory.”  
· Matthew24:30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man (Jesus) coming in the clouds (saints) of heaven with power and great glory.
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The analogy extends because when the “sun of righteousness” reflects off the dew, the dewdrops sparkle in the sunlight, just as the resurrected saints sparkle like precious “jewels.”
· Mal. 3:17  And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels;
· Zechariah 9:16 And the LORD their God shall save them in that day as the flock of his people: for they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his land.
· Exodus 28:29 And Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon his heart, when he goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before the LORD continually.
#3 in Sequence on page 59 – Engagement/Marriage of Christ and the Ecclesia  (Rev. 19:7-9).
Once the “dew” is come, that is, the saints are resurrected and blessed with immortality, there is a wonderful period of gladness and rejoicing.  Some see it as a period of engagement (espousal) which culminates in the saints being united in marriage (Rev.19:7-8) with the Lord Jesus Christ.  
· Revelation19:7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready. 8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.
Others envision the marriage occurring later, after Armageddon because of the sequence in Revelation chapter 17 through chapter 19 including the marriage in Rev.19:7-9.  Coupled with this is Jesus’ parable in Matt. 22: 2-14.  The parable suggests that those “called to the marriage supper” of the “king” would be invited to come after Armageddon when the gospel goes out to the world.  This invitation goes forth to the highways and byways of the world.
· Mt.22:2 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son, 3 And sent forth his servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. 
· Mt.22:9 Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. 
If the espousal is before and the marriage after Armageddon, this marriage will be a very happy time for Jesus, the saints and those who come.   If the marriage occurs before Armageddon, in contrast, there will be hostility among the nations in the world, and all those not called to the judgment will be facing a time of trouble with “men’s hearts filled with fear”, Luke 21:26; Isaiah 17 and Obadiah 1:18-21.
· Luke21:26 Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken.
#4 in the Sequence (page 59) Armageddon (Eze 38–39:16)
Armageddon, refers to a conflict between a confederacy of nations led by Russia as described in Ezekiel 38 and 39 against Israel.   Gog from the land of Magog is the leader, a people which the historian Josephus identifies as the Scythians, who inhabited areas in present-day Russia.  The ancient Greek historian Herodotus showed their location on this map (page 97).  This connection is covered in more detail in Section “C” (pages 91-109).  
The Russian confederacy will overwhelm, surprise and destroy Israel, after which it will establish its headquarters in Jerusalem and enslave and exile those not killed. 
· Daniel11:45 And he (Gog leader of the Russian confederacy) shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas (Mediterranean and the Dead Sea) in the glorious holy mountain (Mt. Zion in Jerusalem); yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.
Jerusalem is where Gog and the Russian confederacy are confronted by Jesus and the saints, and Gog’s army becomes a “heap of sheaves” who, being “judged” by Jesus and his saints and buried in the “valley” of Hamongog.”  This description fits the Hebrew meaning of the word Armageddon, only mentioned once in the Bible in Rev. 16:16.  It is a battleground as Rev. 16:14 says, where the world will be gathered “to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.”  Armageddon, “Armah-gay-duwn,” means “Heap of sheaves in the valley of judgment.”
· 6194 ”aremah”  AV - heap 8, heap of corn 1, sheaves 1
· 1516 gay' {gah'-ee} AV - valley 60, a steep valley, gorge
· 1777 “duwn”; AV - judge 18, misc. 6;  2
Ezekiel 39:11 And it shall come to pass in that day (after Armageddon”), that I will give unto Gog a place there of graves in Israel, the valley of the passengers on the east of the sea (Dead Sea): and it shall stop the noses of the passengers: and there shall they bury Gog and all his multitude: and they shall call it   The valley of Hamongog. 
Armageddon is described further in Zechariah 14 and Joel 2:1-10, 20.  Further see the Timeline Expansion, section C pages 91-109.   After Armageddon Israel will take vengeance on the surrounding nations as described in Obadiah 18-21.
· Zech 14:3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations (Russian confederacy), as when he fought in the day of battle. 4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east …
· Joel 2:1 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of the LORD (Armageddon) cometh, for it is nigh at hand;  2 A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains:  a great people and strong; there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to the years of many generations.
· Joel 2:20 But I will remove far off from you the northern army (Russian confederacy), and will drive him into a land barren and desolate, with his face toward the east sea (Dead Sea) and his hinder part toward the utmost sea (Mediterranean), and his stink (Eze.39:11)shall come up, and his ill savour shall come up, because he hath done great things.
· Obadiah18-21 And the house of Jacob (Israel after Armageddon) shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph a flame, and the house of Esau for stubble, and they shall kindle in them, and devour them; and there shall not be any remaining of the house of Esau; for the LORD hath spoken it. 19 And they of the south shall possess the mount of Esau; and they of the plain the Philistines: and they shall possess the fields of Ephraim, and the fields of Samaria: and Benjamin shall possess Gilead. 20 And the captivity of this host of the children of Israel shall possess that of the Canaanites, even unto Zarephath; and the captivity of Jerusalem, which is in Sepharad, shall possess the cities of the south. 21 And saviours (Christ and saints) shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the LORD'S.
The actions of the “captivity” (underlined above in Joel 2:20) can be understood by reference to Joel 3:2-7 when these surrounding peoples repeat the pattern of their predations from the past when they join with attackers who invade Israel, but, unlike the past, those taken captive (Jews of Israel) will return and “possess” the noted lands surrounding Israel.  
The prophecy of Isaiah 17 when Damascus will be laid a “ruinous heap” gives further details of events at the time of Armageddon.
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Isaiah 17 predicts that this oldest of cities, Damascus, will be destroyed. 

The last part of verse 3 foretells the role of Syria in the Millennial Kingdom Age when Syria will have a “remnant.”
· Isaiah17:3 … and the remnant of Syria: they shall be as the glory of the children of Israel, saith the LORD of hosts.
Isaiah 17:4-14 provides a description of the condition of Israel at that time.  Damascus is destroyed to a ruinous heap.  This is the time of Armageddon when the Russian confederacy destroys modern Israel, Eze.38:15-16.  (See section “C” pages 93-109 regarding Ezekiel 38)
· Isaiah 17:4  And in that day (Armageddon) it shall come to pass, that the glory of Jacob shall be made thin, and the fatness of his flesh shall wax lean. 5 And it shall be as when the harvestman gathereth the corn (“Aremah” = heap of sheaves). 
· Isaiah 17:13 The nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters: but God shall rebuke them, and they shall flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the mountains before the wind, and like a rolling thing before the whirlwind. 14 And behold at eveningtide trouble; and before the morning he (Russian confederacy) is not. This is the portion of them (includes Syria) that spoil us (Israel), and the lot of them (surrounding nations) that rob us.
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The trigger to this future full fulfillment is when Damascus will become a “ruinous heap” (Isa.17:1) as “in that day” (Armageddon, Isa.17:4-11) and which finishes in Isa.17:14 with the destruction of the Russian confederacy which will destroy the modern nation of Israel and set its headquarters in Jerusalem, Dan.11:45.
· Daniel 11:45 And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.
#5 in the Sequence (page 59)  – Jesus on David’s throne )
At Jesus’ birth (Lk.1:32), pronouncements were made that he would be king and inherit the “throne of his father David,” and Jesus tells Pilate “to this end was I born” (Jn.18:37).  What Israel didn’t appreciate then, but will in the future upon Jesus’ return, is that the cross must come before the crown. “They will look upon me whom they have pierced” (Zech.12:10).
All will greatly change for Israel when the nations accept Jesus as the Messiah, the Great King (Psa.48:2) who here is reigning “in the midst of Israel” (Joel 2:27) over the whole house of a restored Israel. 
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These events will happen after the Russian confederacy is defeated by Jesus and his saints:
· Joel 2:20 But I will remove far off from you the northern army, (Russian confederacy) … 21 Fear not, O land (of Israel); be glad and rejoice: for the LORD will do great things. 22 Be not afraid, ye beasts (Nations that accept Jesus) of the field: for the pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield their strength (tree, fig tree, vine = Israel).
· Joel2:23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain (symbol of God’s word in abundance) in the first month. 
Jesus will be seen as Messiah by Judah first, as described by the prophet Zechariah.
· Zechariah12:7 The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judah.
Judah (nation of Israel today) in the near future will finally, after Armageddon, recognize Jesus as the one they crucified, and they will realize their error and mourn, (Zec.12:10; 13:6).
· Zechariah12:10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me (Jesus) whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.
· Zechariah13:6 And one shall say unto him, What are these wounds in thine hands? Then he shall answer, Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.
Judah will understand the accomplishment of Jesus and why he was “wounded for our transgressions” Isa.53:4-6.

Isaiah 53:4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, (Jesus didn’t sin, though he was tried in all points, and if it hadn’t been because we need redemption from our sins, God would have saved Jesus another way) he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.  (Since the iniquity of us all was laid on him, Jesus is therefore able to represent all of mankind, bringing forgiveness of sin to all.) 
Nations surrounding Israel to be judged:
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Obadiah 1:17 But upon mount Zion
shall be deliverance, and there
shall be holiness; and the house
of Jacob shall possess their
possessions. 18 And the house of
Jacob shall be a fire, and the
house of Joseph a flame, and the
house of Esau for stubble, and
they shall kindle in them, and
devour them; and there shall not
be any remaining of the house of
Esau; for the LORD hath spoken it
19 And they of the south shall
possess the mount of Esau; and
they of the plain the Philistines:
and they shall possess the fields
of Ephraim, and the fields of

i nd Benjamin shall
possess Gilead. 20 And the
captlivity of this host of the
children of Israel shall possess
that of the Canaanites, even unto
Zarephath; and the captivity of
Jerusalem, which is in Sepharad,
shall possess the cities of the

. south.




Russia and its confederacy will not be the only nations judged, for the nations surrounding Israel will also be judged, particularly those who will take advantage of Israel’s calamity as they did in the past when Babylon came against Jerusalem.  The future parallel is recorded in Joel 3:2-8.

Joel 3:7 Behold, 
I will raise them 
out of the place whither ye have sold them, and will return your recompence 
upon your own head:

This future context also has a further echo, for in Obadiah there is deliverance “upon mount Zion” and the “house of Jacob” (Israel) possesses their inheritance, including v.20, that of the “Canaanites even unto Zarephath,” which is north of Tyre.
The prophecy of Obadiah also speaks of future judgment against the surrounding nations for their role in spoiling Israel, and how that God using a restored Israel would judge them 
Obadiah 1:19 says “the mount of Esau” (Edom) will be a possession of Israel because of their hatred for Israel throughout their history (Eze. 35:5-7).  Their hatred and exploitation of Israel when Israel was attacked is seen in Psa. 137:7.  This pattern repeats at Armageddon, and these surrounding nations will be judged for their actions.

· Ezekiel 35:5 Because thou hast had a perpetual hatred, and hast shed the blood of the children of Israel by the force of the sword in the time of their calamity, in the time that their iniquity had an end: 6 Therefore, as I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will prepare thee unto blood. 
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Daniel 7:10 A fiery stream issued and came
forth from before him (Jesus): thousand
thousands (Saints) ministered unto him, and
ten thousand times ten thousand (earth’s
people) stood before him: the judgment was
set, and the books were opened.

> Luke11:32 The men of Nineveh shall rise up in the
judgment with this generation, and shall condemn
it: for they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and,
behold, a greater than Jonas /s here.

> Many nations will resist being judged. This will bring the
“supper of the great God’ (Rev.19:17-18; Eze. 39:17-20).





The context of Joel chapter 3 is after the “Northern Army” in Joel 2:20 has 
been destroyed and the fortunes of Israel have been greatly improved because Jesus, the “great king,” has set himself up as king, first over Israel, and gradually over the whole world.
· Joel2:20 But I will remove far off from you the northern army (see Eze.39:1-2), and will drive him into a land barren and desolate, with his face toward the east sea (Dead Sea), and his hinder part toward the utmost sea (Mediterranean) , and his stink shall come up, and his ill savour shall come up, because he hath done great things.
· Psa.48:2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north (therefore after the earthquake, Zec.14:4), the city of the great King (Jesus). 
These events happen after Armageddon, for mount Zion is described as visible on the sides of the north, and today Mt. Zion has no northern side.  It is thought that the earthquake in Zech. 14:4 will split the Mount of Olives into two parts and elevate Mt. Zion above the surrounding land on all sides.  
Regarding the significance of the valley of Jehoshaphat, the Interpreter’s Dictionary has the following:
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“A valley in which God shall summon the
nations to be judged in the days of he
messianic restoration of Judah and
Jerusalem, according to Joel 3:2,12. The &
intent of this text is symbolical rather
than geographical, as inferred from the
etymology of the name Jehoshaphat,
‘Yahweh shall judge’ or from Joel 3:14,
where the same valley is called ‘valley of
decision’, in the sense of a judicial
decision or verdict.”





This interpretation of the “valley of Jehoshaphat” fits the context of Joel 3 and is supported by the Hebrew, for the word “valley” means a “broad valley” and Jehoshaphat means “YHWH” will judge.”
· Joel 3:1 For, behold, in those days, and in that time, when I shall bring again the captivity (fortunes) of Judah and Jerusalem, (therefore after Armageddon) 2 I will also gather all nations (parable of sheep and goats Mt.25:31-46 see section E pages 245-250 and will bring them down into the valley (“emec” broad valley) of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations, and parted my land, (Eze.38:16).3 And they have cast lots for my people; and have given a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for wine, that they might drink. 4 Yea, and what have ye to do with me, O Tyre, and Zidon, and all the coasts of Palestine? will ye render me a recompence?
As noted, the surrounding neighboring nations again will exploit the destruction of Israel this future time by Russia (Eze.39:9-12; Dan.11:45).  This will echo their past behavior at the time when Israel was destroyed by Babylon and later by Rome.  There will be a national judgment which will center both on what these nations have done in the past and their recent actions surrounding Armageddon.  This judgment after Armageddon will be accomplished when Jesus is king in Jerusalem and the nations are commanded to appear at the valley of Jehoshaphat, (YHWH will Judge).   
#6 the in Sequence on page 59 – Gospel is preached to the world (Rev. 14:6)
Once the nation of Israel recognizes Jesus, they will anoint Jesus as their king, and he will begin to exercise power over the nations of the world.  A wonderful period of teaching the “everlasting (166 aionios- age lasting = Millennial Age) - gospel” (Rev.14:6) and building the temple described in Ezekiel chapters 40 - 44 will begin (see section C pages 109-116).  This temple will surround the elevated Mt. Zion.  Curiosity will cause the kings of the earth (Psa.48:2-4) to come, see and marvel at the temple being built, for it will be magnificent, with features like no other temple ever built, having a river of water flowing from it and a size of over one mile square.
· Revelation14:6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting (166 aionios from 165 aion  Millennial  Age  gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,
· “aion” corresponds to “eon” describing the coming millennial kingdom age.    
· Psalm48:2  Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, (shows this is after the earthquake in Zech 14:4) the city of the great King (Jesus). 3 God is known in her palaces for a refuge. 4 For, lo, the kings (fingers and toes of the image in Daniel 2) were assembled, they passed by together. 5 They saw it (the mile square temple, Eze.42:16-20; 40:5 + see pages109-116) and so they marveled; they were troubled (because of the strong delusion, 2Thess. 2:11), and hasted away.
Reminder of the Sequence of Events beginning with item #5 with Jesus on David’s Throne.
The Sequence of Events to come:
[image: image7.png]1. Jesus’ retums as a thief, Rev. 16:15.
2. Resurrrection & Judgment, Dan. 12:2.
3. Marriage of ChristiSaints, Rev. 19:7-9.
4. Armageddon, Eze. 38-39:16; Rev. 16:16.
5. Jesus on David's throne, Luke 1:32.
> EzekieFs temple being builf, Ez.40-44
> Daniel 7:10 judgment 100 million
> ME£.25:32 judgment of the nations
6. Gospel preached to the world, Rev. 14:6.
7. Jesus seen as the Antichrist Psa.2:2; 83:3
8. Supper of the Great God, Rev19:17; Eze39:17

9. Image - Babyion the Great broken in pieces
all “together” as one, Dan.2:35

10. Millennium, Rev. 20:6.





Numbers 5 and 6 in the sequence refer to when Mt. Zion is greatly elevated by the earthquake in Zech 14:2,4 and is seen as a mountain from all sides including the north side, Psa.48:2. 
· Zechariah14:2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses rifled … V.4  And his feet (Jesus and his saints) shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.
· Psalm48:2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north (no northern side today), the city of the great King. 
The “great King” is Jesus who will build the temple prophesied in Ezekiel 40 - 44 which will surround Mt. Zion.  Also, at this time, Jesus will judge both the people (Dan.7:10) and the nations, which are described in the parable where he divides the (nations, Mt.25:32) sheep from the goats (Mt.25:31-46 also see section E pages 239-248).   
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When the gospel has gone out to the whole world and the nations have had the opportunity to accept Jesus and his saints teaching the “everlasting gospel” (Rev.14:6 The good news of the Millennial Age <eon> to come), the “kings of the earth” will go to Jerusalem.  They will marvel at seeing the temple but will be troubled and go away as noted in Psa.48:4-5.   
Revelation14:6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting (166 aionios – context Millennial Age) gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,
The “Gospel preached to the world” brings to remembrance the discussion at the beginning of this book regarding aged John imprisoned on the isle of Patmos who in the future would preach before peoples, nations, tongues, and kings, after being raised and made immortal, (Rev.10:11).
· Revelation10:11 And he said unto me (apostle John), Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.
To be able to embark on this preaching effort, (Rev.10:8-10) the apostle John must be raised from the dead, which will happen at the time when Jesus returns as a thief.  Later, following the battle of Armageddon when Jesus sits as king upon David’s throne, the apostle John will begin his preaching campaign telling the mortal people about the Millennial Age to come.   
This message is characterized as “sweet as honey,” but will make the “belly bitter,” indicating that the preaching effort by John and the saints will not be welcomed and resisted by many of the mortal audience.
· Revelation10:8-10 And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth. 9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. 10 And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my belly was bitter.
The good news of the Millennial Kingdom coming to pass should be “sweet as honey” to the recipients, however when the message is rejected, the belly will become “bitter” because of the resulting judgments, which come in the 7th vial, Rev.16:17-21 and are detailed in the seven Thunders.  (See section “D” pages 204-220)
· Revelation16:17 And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air (worldwide judgment); and there came a great voice out of the temple (glorified ecclesia) of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. 18 And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake (political order shaken), such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 19 And the great city (Babylon the Great) was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his (God’s) wrath (This is the “Great and dreadful day of the LORD,” Joel 2:31; Mal.4:5). 20 And every island (independent nations) fled away, and the mountains (armies) were not found.
In the “sweet as honey” part, Jesus will expand his control over the nations with great authority.  He will use the power of the Holy Spirit to heal and proclaim the gospel throughout the world.  After a very joyful time, the “sweet as honey” phase, then Jesus will also judge the earth’s people and the nations, commanding the nations to the valley of Jehoshaphat where they will be divided (Mt.25:31-32) between “sheep” and “goats” depending on how these nations have treated His people.
· Matthew25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: 32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:  33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: … (see section E pages 244-252)
· Matthew25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
The “goat” nations of the world will not be pleased at being so judged and will gather together and take “counsel” (Psa.2:2; 83:3) against Jesus (“his anointed”) (“the great King” Psa.48:2) reigning in Jerusalem.
· Psalm2:2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying, 3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.
#7 in the Sequence on page 79 – The Image now all together sees Jesus as the Antichrist! 
The image in Daniel 2 will not only be made up of the territory of the nations under the Babylonian, Persian, Greek and Roman empires but also the 
nations today, deceived by the “MOTHER OF HARLOTS” (Rev17:5).  This colossus is NOT the Goggian confederacy because Gog has been destroyed under the 6th Vial at Armageddon.  The 7th Vial (Rev.16:17-21) will include a more extensive judgment encompassing the kingdoms of men for the 7th “vial is poured out “into the air” showing this judgment upon “Babylon the great” is worldwide.  This is detailed in Revelation chapters 17-19.  The unification of nations opposing Christ happens because of the “strong delusion” (2Thes.2:11) caused by the “false prophet” (Rev. 19:20) which will influence many nations to believe “a lie.”  What is the lie? – that Jesus is the incarnation of Satan (see slide page 140) called “The Antichrist”.
· 2Thessalonians 2:3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; …11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:
This “strong delusion” will cause many nations to unite together to form the image in Daniel 2 standing altogether in opposition to Jesus, for this image must come together in the latter days in order to fall together, Dan.2:34-35.
· Daniel 2:34 Thou sawest till that a stone (Jesus) was cut out (of the human system) without hands (by God sending Jesus to heaven), which smote the image upon his feet (happens after Armageddon when the image is standing altogether) that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together (shows the image must stand all together), and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone (Jesus Christ) that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. 
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“The stone” (Psa.118:22; Mt.21:42; Mk.12:10; Lk.20:17-18; Acts 4:11; 1Pet.2:7) that will smite this image is the Lord Jesus Christ who is described as “the stone which the builders (Jew and Gentle) rejected.”  The Gentiles in the future will collectively reject Jesus as their king as the Jews did in the first century.  
Jesus is the “great king” and corner stone of God’s marvelous plan with this earth, and all who reject this stone will be ground “to powder” (Psa. 118:22; Lk.20:17; 1Pet. 2:7).

· Psalm 118:22 The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner.
· Luke 20:17 … The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner? 18 Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.
· 1 Peter 2:7  Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 

Since the entire image composed of “clay,” “iron,” “brass,” “silver” and “gold” is entirely broken to pieces, all parts “together”.  This image must first stand together to be broken “together” (Dan.2:35).  In 1848 John Thomas, M.D., wrote a book entitled:  “Elpis Israel” which opened understanding to the necessity for the image to be standing all together at the time of its destruction.   His interpretation of Bible prophecy as found in his book, still in print, is being verified today, including, as shown in the above picture, this image beginning to stand all together.  That coming together of the image is still future, but it is starting to happen in accordance with Daniel 4 by the eastern leg becoming established.  (See Section “A” pages 27-34)              
#8 in the Sequence on page 79 – Supper of the Great God (Rev. 19:17; Eze. 39:17)
The “supper of the great God” is an event that shows the nations divided into two camps; on one side are those who resist the rule of Christ, and on the other side are those that come to this “supper” as supporters of Christ and his saints.  The nations that oppose the Kingdom being established by Christ and his saints will be eaten up (symbolically) by the nations that support Christ.
· Ezekiel39:17  And, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD; Speak unto every feathered fowl (nations), and to every beast (nations) of the field, (7704 “sadeh” compared to beast of the earth) Assemble yourselves, and come; gather yourselves on every side to my sacrifice that I do sacrifice for you (nations with Christ and the saints), even a great sacrifice upon the mountains of Israel, that ye may eat flesh, and drink blood.  (take over the nations against Christ)
· Revelation19:17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God; 18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great. 19 And I saw the beast (of the earth led by the false prophet), and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him (Jesus) that sat on the horse, and against his army. (saints and mortal “field” nations {7704 “sadeh” see previous verse, Eze.39:17).
This shows there will be some nations that will follow Jesus Christ seeing him as the Messiah and not believing the false prophet.  They will obey Jesus and eat up the nations who follow the false prophet who is destroyed in Rev.19:20.   This ends our Gentile Age after which the Millennial Age will begin with Jesus as the “great King” (Psa.48:2) who will reign over all the earth that God’s “will be done in earth as in heaven” (Mt.6:10).  
#9 in the Sequence on page 79  -– Babylon the Great “eaten” by the nations  (“fowls” and “field beasts”) aligned with Christ Rev. 19:21).
The meaning of being eaten at the supper of the great God (Rev.19:17) is that the nations with Christ will take over the territory of those nations who are in opposition.  In the kingdom age, all nations will be subject to Christ the “great King,” but after 450 years (day for year principle) even these nations will lose their identity, and their distinctiveness as separate nations will disappear, Dan.7:12.
· Daniel 7:12 As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season (90 yrs.) and time (360 yrs).
In the millennial age, Jesus will be the “great King” (Psa.48:2), and all nations will be subject to him.  He will command the nations to obey him, and those who do not comply will have no rain, Zech.14:17.
· Psalm 48:2  Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King.
· Zec. 14:17  And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. 
Who will organize the opposition to the rulership of Christ and the saints after Gog is defeated at Armageddon?  “Babylon the Great,” called “mother of harlots and abominations of the earth” (Rev. 17:5), will reject Christ, calling him the “Antichrist.”  “Babylon the Great” will see its “great city” divided into three parts with its capital destroyed in Revelation 18 and later in Revelation 19:20 the “beast” (governmental military power) and its “false prophet” (pope) destroyed.
· Revelation18:17 For in one hour (using day for year principle equals 30 years.  The city Rome as a sign is first destroyed) so great riches is come to nought.  And every shipmaster, and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, stood afar off, 18 And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city (Rome) is like unto this great city!  (This sign because of the beast and false prophet is not seen for what it is and God will judge it.)
· Revelation19:20 And the beast was taken (ends the hour - 30 yr. judgment on Babylon the Great ) and with him the false prophet (pope) … These both were cast alive into a lake of fire … 
This picture of “great Babylon” being the object of God’s wrath because of what it has done is unparalleled.  This false system of worship professed to honour God but has done just the opposite, suppressing divine truth and persecuting true believers throughout centuries of time.
· Revelation19:21 And the remnant (those that remained after the great city (Rome) destroyed, Revelation 18) were slain with the sword of him (Jesus and his saints ending the 30 years) that sat upon the horse, (symbol of power Rev.19:11-14) which sword proceeded out of his mouth (Jesus, Rev.19:15-16): and all the fowls (nations with Jesus, Rev.19:18) were filled with their flesh (eating up the goat nations in taking over their territory).
The sheep nations (Mt.25:32-34) will remain and serve the “great King” (Jesus Christ) reigning in Jerusalem over the whole world, (Psa.48:2; 2:8).
· Matthew25:32 And before him shall be gathered all nations (context is nations): and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 33  and he will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at the left. 34  Then the King will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the (Millennial) kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35  for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, (having national welfare programs)
· Psalm48:2 Beautiful for situation, the joy ouf the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north (therefore future after the earthquake in Zech.14:4), the city of the great King. 3 God is known in her palaces for a refuge. 4  For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together. 5 They saw it (The temple in Ezekiel 40-44), and so they marvelled; they were troubled, and hasted away. 6 Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail. 
· Psalm2:8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. 
#10 in the Sequence page 79 – the Millennial Age (Rev. 20:6)  
· Revelation20:6 Blessed and holy is he (faithful) that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they (righteous made saints, Rev.5:10 ) shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. 
“They” refers to those given immortality at the first resurrection, including the raised dead and those who are alive when Jesus returns as a “thief” and who are judged righteous.  Since they have been given an immortal body, the “second death” at the end of the Millennium will have “no power” over them; they have already been made immortal at the “first resurrection” when Jesus returns as a “thief.”  These saints will become the “kings and priests” (Rev.5:10) and rule the world with Jesus for 1000 years.
· Revelation5:10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
The saints will be given roles similar to those of the angels in our age.  They will work to further the goal of filling the earth with God’s glory by teaching about God to the mortal inhabitants living throughout the whole earth.  The saints’ activities will be more “hands on,” working as “householders” that lead and teach an understanding of God and His ways, Mat.13:52.  It will be an age far better than what we see today because the curse will be largely removed and the mortal people will worship God in “spirit” and in “truth.”   However, towards the end of the Millennium, the rule of the saints will be relaxed and human nature will be allowed to challenge the saints, leading to a rebellion as seen in Rev. 20:7-8.
· Matthew 13:52 Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe (Bible teacher) which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new (being immortal) and old (things learned in this life).  See section “D” pages 159-160.
· Revelation 20:7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan (Personified, adversarial human nature) shall be loosed out of his prison, 8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.
This opposition will come to an end when those who rebel are destroyed, and there will be a second judgment day for all mortals at the end of the Millennial Age.  A completely new age will begin after the Millennium, an age described in Rev. 21:1-8 where there is no more death, no more tears, pain or crying.
· Revelation 21:3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 5 And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new … 6  And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.  I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things:  and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.  8 But the fearful and unbelieving and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone:  which is the second death.
Beyond the Millennium there will be no more death (1Cor.15:54) and God will be “all and in all”, (1Cor.15:28).
· 1 Corinthians15:54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.
· 1 Corinthians15:28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.
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